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Greetings fellow Fighting Hawks! Dr. Michelle A. Jefferson is a U.S. Army veterinary pathologist.  Dr. 

Jefferson is currently serving as Chief, Comparative Pathology at the Tri-Service Research Laboratory 

and as a part-time lecturer in the Department of Veterinary Science at the U.S. Army Medical Center of 

Excellence providing pathology training to Veterinary Corps Officers and Animal Care Specialists in Fort 

Sam Houston, TX.  Born in Angeles City, Philippines, she grew up in an Air Force family who instilled 

a commitment to service, now as a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army, she continues the legacy of 

public service and commitment to mentor and uplift others.  Dr. Jefferson graduated Summa Cum Laude and the #1 student in the 

Department of Agriculture from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore’s (UMES) Honors Program with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Agriculture (Pre-Veterinary Medicine). At UMES, Dr. Jefferson was a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 1890 National 

Scholar, played on the Women’s Tennis Team 1995-1999 and earned the Highest G.P.A. Scholar-Athlete status all four years, served 

as Miss UMES 1998-1999, held various leadership positions within the UMES Chapter of Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, 

and Related Sciences (MANRRS) and became a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  As the USDA Woodrow Wilson National 

Fellow under Dr. Alma C. Hobbs, former Deputy Assistant Secretary for Administration at the USDA, Dr. Jefferson earned her summer 

certificate in Public Policy and International Affairs from Princeton University, NJ and her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from the 

Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine, Blacksburg, VA.  After joining the military, she completed her veterinary anatomic 

pathology residency from the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP), Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C. Dr. 

Jefferson held multiple national board positions in the specialty of anatomic pathology, veterinary medicine and diversity and inclusion. 

She’s co-authored several publications and led the field confirmatory analysis of Ebola Zaire while serving as the Operations Officer in 

charge of the official lab for clearing US citizens to medical evacuation from Liberia in support of Operation United Assistance in the 

Liberia Institute of Biomedical Research Laboratory during the 2015 Ebola Outbreak in Liberia, West Africa.  

 

As an officer who embraces the principles of servant leadership of developing people, building a trusting team and achieving results, 

Dr. Michelle A. Jefferson’s passion is to serve UMES alumni, students and the university by leveraging her professional experience and 

dynamic association expertise.  Dr. Jefferson is currently engaged in two committees of the American College of Veterinary Pathologists 

(ACVP), Member Relations and Advocacy and Government Policy.  She also serves on the American Veterinary Medical Association’s 

Legislative Advisory Council and The ROCKS, Inc.; a nonprofit international organization, which promotes Army diversity and 

inclusion and provides professional development and mentorship.  Through her work with these organizations, think of the 3 C’s: Dr. 

Michelle A. Jefferson will always be caring, and you can also expect a competent and creative leader. 

As a proud UMES alumna, Life member and one of the recipients of the 2019 Hall of Excellence Outstanding Alumni Awards, Dr. 

Michelle A. Jefferson is humbled and honored to be considered and nominated to serve on the UMES National Alumni Association’s 

Board of Directors as Recording Secretary.  If elected, Dr. Jefferson will strive to be an invaluable asset to the Board of Directors by 

competently coordinating all administrative and clerical affairs of the Association while working with all alumni, university friends and 

staff in a caring manner in order to reactivate and increase our alumni membership and propose creative alumni giving.  As Recording 

Secretary, Dr. Jefferson believes it is most important that we recognize our alumni contributions both monetary and the significant 

selfless acts of service.  In the past, we had various alumni offices e.g. Office of Alumni Affairs and the Honors Program which were 

vital to the outreach and development of our students, and together, we had a robust recruitment and retention program positively 

impacting our student-alumni and external sponsor relationships.  Dr. Michelle A. Jefferson promises to work hard as a caring, 

competent and creative Recording Secretary on the Board of Directors to support the National Alumni Association and the University 

of Maryland Eastern Shore.     

     

 

  


